c/o 28 Twyford Avenue

West Acton

London W3 9QB

22 January 2014

Mr Mayor,

Ealing Broadway Station and Crossrail

CrossRail is set to do wonders for London, but as things stands it looks like a disaster for Ealing.

· The Station is West London’s major transport hub. It has struggled in its role for far too long. Rebuilt in the 1960s, it is a brutal, soulless, concrete eyesore and a shameful gateway to Ealing, as you will know from your own recent experience of using it.  What wretched impression will it give to the countless new business visitors who will undoubtedly stop off in Ealing, courtesy of CrossRail?

· As passenger numbers have risen steeply over the past 10 years, the Station has become increasingly dangerous. Too many steps for too many passengers have resulted in many accidents. The forecourt is cluttered; there is no provision to drop off passengers. Pedestrians have to cross a main road or push along narrow pavements. Bus stops serving the station are badly organised, congested or too far away. And the recent addition of bike racks on nearby Haven Green Common land has despoiled the Conservation Area. 

· CrossRail’s first plans – those which Parliament approved - looked promising. They envisaged an airy new station complete with escalators and a new bridge to facilitate transfers with the two Underground lines. 

· CrossRail has now ditched these plans without the approval of Parliament or anyone else. New plans submitted to Ealing Council envisage an increase of up to 70% more passengers without significant increase in facilities. Unlike Crossrail’s engineering marvels in Central and South East London, there will be no escalators and lifts so small they will barely carry one passenger with a wheel chair, plus one with heavy bags. The new lifts are sited immediately adjacent to the head of the steps down to the platforms, if anything further restricting the already dangerously congested traffic flow. 

· What is now proposed is simply not fit for purpose – anybody’s purpose. 

· The external design is a disgrace. It looks as if some drunk wants to stick a petrol station canopy on the existing concrete facade. It ignores the surrounding streetscape, the nearby Conservation Areas and the historic Haven Green. Brunel must be spinning in his grave to think that such mindless vandalism is being visited on his great engineering achievement.

· Things can only get worse when transport projects in West London such as HS2 and a possible third Heathrow runway arrive on our doorstep. If a transport hub is not designed now to cope with the future, when will it be?  

· The problem is that no-one takes responsibility for what is about to be dumped on us. Different operators deliver train, underground, bus, and taxi passengers, but none is prepared to take an overview. The result will be chaos. Our local Council must show it can take a stronger lead than it has done so far.  

· A failure to act, and urgently, will be a missed opportunity, not just for the station but for the whole area, the consequences of which we will endure for generations to come.

It is not too late; the situation can be saved; but it needs your leadership. In light of your commitment to ensuring outer London centres get a better deal, we urge you to insist Ealing Broadway once again gets a station worthy of Brunel, and of London.

Yours Sincerely 

TONY PALMER, Film Director

Professor Sir PETER HALL, Bartlett Professor of Planning and Regeneration

University College London 

RICHARD ROGERS, Baron Rogers of Riverside CH Kt FRIBA FCSD, Architect

Prof. PETER JOHN, Vice-Chancellor University of West London

TASMIN LITTLE, violinist & Ealing resident

SIR SHERARD COWPER-COLES, KCMG, ex-British Ambassador to Israel & Saudi Arabia

STEPHEN SACKUR, BBC journalist

PAULINE GILBERTSON, General Manager, English Chamber Orchestra (resident in Ealing)

ROBERT GURD, Chairman, Ealing Civic Society

IAN PROWSE, Chair Ealing Common & Ealing Centre Conservation Panel

PATRICK CHAPMAN, Chair, Walpole Residents Association

PHILIP BERESFORD, Compiler Sunday Times Rich List (resident of Ealing)

JOHN SERGEANT, Broadcaster and Journalist, and Ealing resident and MARY SERGEANT

NICK WOOLVEN, Chair of Save Ealing Centre and Ealing resident.

WILL FRENCH, Past Chair of Save Ealing Centre and Ealing resident.

Copies to 

Julian Bell, Leader London Borough of Ealing

David Millican, Conservative Group Leader LBE

Gary Malcolm, Liberal Democrat Council Group Leader LBE

Angie Bray, Member of Parliament for Ealing Central and Acton

Rupa Huq, Labour Parliamentary candidate for Ealing Central and Acton

Jon Ball, Lib-Dem Parliamentary candidate for Ealing Central and Acton

Dr Onkar Sahota, MLA for Ealing and Hillingdon

Councillors, London Borough of Ealing

Martin Smith, Chief Executive, LBE

The Ealing Gazette

Ealing Today

The Evening Standard

LBC News

For further information please contact mail@saveealingscentre.com  

